Message

From: Deener, Kathleen [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=B9A2FF1C086249EA8F6414AFDESASES4-DEENER, KATHLEEN]

Sent: 1/31/2012 10:41:32 PM

To: Clark, Becki [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a906e07flcd143b%a3c2ddab813b8140-Clark, Becki]; Winner, Darrell

/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=860556f5cd0f4855839907bcc90b2c41-Winner, Darrell]; Flowers, Lynn

/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=1a4411¢874d041b9%a8badfc32b91bd70-Flowers, Lynn]; Barone, Stan

/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a4f8618acbbad18da24c110f3123a2af-Barone, Stan]; Cogliano, Vincent

/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=51f2736376ac4d32bad2fe7cfef2886b-Cogliano, Vincent]; Karen
Hammerstrom [Hammerstrom.KarenLNDU@usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Jones, Samantha
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=eac77fe3b20c¢4667b8c534¢90c15a830-Jones, Samanthal; Corona, Elizabeth
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=18d86fb8269b4557b5d06622h3a941af-Corona, Elizabeth]

Subject: FYI - Press Release: Congressional Republicans Continue Oversight of EPA's Flawed Scientific Process

e o, g o, o e pomy e

http://epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Minority. PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=35c8d551-802a-23ad-45
eb-81e75709749b
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Congressional Republicans Continue Oversight of EPA's Flawed Scientific Process
January 31, 2012

Contact:

Katie Brown Katie_Brown(@epw.senate. gov Personal Phone /Ex. 6 :

Congressional Republicans Continue Oversight of EPA's
Flawed Scientific Process

Link to Letter

Washington, D.C. - As part of an ongoing bicameral oversight investigation, Senator James
Inhofe (R-OK), Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works,
joined Senator David Vitter (R-LA.), as well as Representative Paul Broun (R-GA), Chairman
of the House Science, Space and Technology Subcommittee on Investigations and Oversight,
and Representative Andy Harris (R-MD), Chairman of the House Science, Space, and
Technology Subcommittee on Energy and Environment, to send a letter today to Dr. Linda
Birnbaum, Director of the National Toxicology Program, and Dr. Paul Anastas, Assistant
Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Office of Research and
Development expressing concern that EPA continues to fail the transparency test and persists in
using faulty data apparently to come to preconceived conclusions.

Specifically, this letter asks Doctors Birnbaum and Anastas to release the joint EPA and
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) Pathology Working Group's
(PWG) report on research conducted at the Ramazzini Institute in Italy - an institute whose work
is in dire need of review. EPA has used the Ramazzini Institute's research in at least four
assessments, including one on methanol, under its Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS)
program, which EPA claims is the "scientific foundation for decisions." EPA has since
suspended these four IRIS assessments due to conflicting data from the National Toxicology
Program (NTP) and ongoing questions about the Ramazzini Institute's work.

Senator Inhofe: "Today's bicameral letter is part of our ongoing effort to stop EPA's
continued war against sound science and transparency. EPA still has not released the
PWG's report which could raise serious concerns about the quality of science used by this
Administration. While we appreciate that EPA has suspended the four IRIS assessments,
it is uncertain how many other assessments have used questionable data - and the agency
continues to pursue assessments even when serious concerns have been raised. EPA's
IRIS process is clearly broken, and if the program is to have any credibility going forward,
EPA has a long way to go to fix it."

Senator Vitter: "The EPA has an entrenched culture of secrecy that raises serious questions
about the validity of the science it uses in setting policies that have far-reaching
consequences for our economy. The agency's latest delay in releasing the PWG's report
on the Ramazzini Institute's research only raises more questions. Why are the EPA and
the National Toxicology Program (NTP) so reluctant to let the public see it? We're asking
for accountability so Americans can see what concerns are being raised with the quality of
scientific research, and standards for the weight of the scientific evidence being employed
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by both the EPA and NTP."

This latest letter comes on the heels of a report by the Government Accountability Office (GAO)
entitled "Challenges Remain with EPA's Integrated Risk Information System Program" which
described EPA's IRIS database as "at serious risk of becoming obsolete," and said that EPA has
"both long-standing and new challenges" implementing the program.

The GAO report follows a 2011 National Academy of Science (NAS) report which also
seriously called EPA's IRIS process into question. Senators Inhofe and Vitter are still waiting
for responses from Administrator Jackson since last June to multiple questions related to EPA's
scientific methods and integrity.

Kacee Deener, MPH
Acting Communications Director / Program and Regulatory Support Lead
National Center for Environmental Assessment | U.S. EPA — ORD (Mail Code 8601P) | 1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW | Washington, D.C. 20460

(ph) 703.347.8514 | (f) 703.347.8699; deener kathleen@epa.gov

Physical and overnight delivery address: U.S. EPA North Potomac Yard N-7622 | 2733 S. Crystal Dr. | Arlington, VA 22202
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